
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 
 
The Work Session of September 17, 2018 was called to order at 6:34 p.m. and the open 
public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 
were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
The Administrator opened the public comment period of the meeting. No public 
comments were made at this time. 
 
The Borough Solicitor, in connection with the recommending zoning changes to Chapter 
135, stated that after his review of these recommendations it was his opinion that 
because the zones being recommended for the various properties are contiguous to the 
current zone that there was no spot zoning occurring with these recommendations.  After 
a brief discussion by the Commissioners, where various other concerns were raised, it was 
agreed to move this discussion to the next work session for further discussion.  
Commissioner Moscatelli noted that these changes had not been discussed during the 
last meeting with the Borough Planners and the Land use Sub-Committee.  The 
Administrator stated that she had already sent this information to the Planners directly.  
Commissioner Kasko indicated that he still needed to get his comments to the Planners.  
Commissioner Moscatelli noted that there were some things that the Land Use Sub-
Committee want to look at further regarding the mass and scale changes before 
finalizing.  Mayor Rochford asked if there would be lots of times for the public to comment 
on these changes.  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the requirements for these types 
of changes.  Specifically regarding the zoning changes, Commissioner Kasko indicated 
that he was concerned about the possibility of taking away right from the current owners.  
Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the changes and that in some cases the sub-divisions 
can only be done based on the frontage of the property, but that the side is wider, so 
residents are changing their addresses to the side street so that a sub-division can be 
done.  
 
The Borough Solicitor reviewed the changes he has made to the Chapter 195-4 draft 
ordinance.  The Administrator advised that these changes are to address issues that the 
Code Enforcement Officer is having and will allow for a ticket first, then the second 
offense would have to go to court.  The Commissioners agreed to add this amendment 
to the agenda for the September 25th agenda. 
 
The September 25, 2018 agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners reviewed the 
proclamation, as well as the bid information.  The Administrator advised that the 
resolution appointing a municipal labor attorney should be moved to a later meeting as 
she will be meeting with the PBA team for further negotiations first. 
 
Commissioner Kasko advised that the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) is receiving 
complaints about the students causing safety concerns on the sidewalks.  The PfH wants 
to put together a task force on with issue with themselves and the Civic Association.  The 
Administrator advised the Commissioners that the new Police Chief has advised her that 
there will be changes made, which will address these issues, once he becomes Chief.  
The Commissioners reviewed the Girls’ Night Out event and approved it. 



 
Commissioner Moscatelli advised that we are ready to move forward with the 
Buttonwood Project.  The Commissioners agreed to a one-page release on the project.  
Commissioner Moscatelli stated that he would put together a general information sheet 
and will add some liability language for the Solicitor to review. 
 
Commissioner Moscatelli then stated that he would be meeting with the engineers at the 
end of the week to review the issues with Centennial Field.  He also noted that we still 
have to work with the Contractor on our concerns over the issues at the field.  This season 
is lost, but we do expect that it will be available for use in next spring.  Commissioner 
Kasko asked if there are concerns above and beyond those with the sod.  Commissioner 
Moscatelli stated that the sod is not to our satisfaction, nor is the grading. 
 
Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session at 7:04 p.m. to discuss board 
vacancies, the Bancroft Redevelopment Agreement, the lawsuit from HERD regarding 
the Bancroft Redevelopment Plan, as well as the affordable housing lawsuit. 
 
In reviewing the current vacancies, the Commissioners agreed to hold off on making an 
appointment to fill the vacancy on the Senior Citizen Commission.  The Commissioners 
agreed to appoint a new candidate to the Environmental Commission, as long as the 
Chairperson agrees.  For the vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission the 
Commissioner agreed to see if the one candidate on the list was still interested in the 
board.  If yes, then submit that information to the Chairperson for their review.  The 
Commissioners then reviewed candidates for the Zoning Board and agreed to interview 
three of them at the next work session.  They then discussed potential future vacancies 
on the Planning Board. 
 
The Borough Administrator then reviewed recent discussions with Fair Share Housing 
Corporation in an attempt to settle this lawsuit for affordable housing in town.  She 
reviewed the various properties that have been mentioned for potential residential 
development.  Commissioner Kasko asked about including the Acme site.  The 
Administrator advised that the site was already included, as well at the PNC Bank 
property and one of the Remington & Vernick properties on Grove Street.  Commissioner 
Kasko asked what the next steps would be.  The Administrator replied that the 
Commissioners need to decide if this is the direction in which they want to move with this 
lawsuit.  It is expected that there will be one more meeting and then hopefully a 
settlement can be reached.  Mayor Rochford asked for confirmation that the developer 
would be responsible for building the affordable units at the Bancroft site.  The 
Administrator replied affirmatively.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed that 
the discussions were going in the right direction.  
 
Commissioner Moscatelli provided an update on the meeting held earlier in the date 
with Mr. O’Neill’s attorney’s regarding the Bancroft Redevelopment Agreement.  He 
noted that it is expected to have an agreement soon.  The Administrator advised that 
another Planner from Remington & Vernick review the plan to make sure that everything 
is okay before submitting it to our Planning Board.  
 



The Borough Solicitor provided a brief update on the proposed settlement agreement 
with HERD.  The Commissioners agreed to reject the proposal because it was felt that the 
settlement does not match what they were suing the Borough about. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:49 p.m.  
 
The Administrator asked the Borough Solicitor to review the lien process on vacant 
properties regarding the Borough having varies services provided; i.e. cutting grass. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


